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The Freeark Gallery at the Riverside Arts Center Presents
A Two-Person Exhibition by Carol Phillips and Russell Prather
From July 10, 2009-August 7, 2009, the Freeark Gallery at the Riverside Arts Center presents a two-person exhibition of works by Carol Phillips and Russell Prather.  The exhibition will consist of work by both artists and a number of collaborations.
Carol Phillips' self-portraits respond to her background as a ceramic artist - the continuous organic line found in her earlier vessels and objects recurrently finds its way into her paintings. The self-portraits are very much a fantasy of something she would like to visually experience. The saturated colors that dominate the paintings are influenced by folk and outsider art.  

In Ms. Phillips own words:

"The 'symbols' that show up in my work seem to be deeply embedded within my subconscious, escaping explanation for the most part.  I suppose I am always creating a kind of self-portrait."

Russell Prather's finally articulated constructions consist of acrylic paints, films and inks on layers of Plexiglas.  An impulse driving Prather’s work is curiosity as to what remains when habitual methods for making sense of images – of recognizing and categorizing them – are frustrated.   To this end his images pose perceptual dilemmas that leave it difficult to judge, for example, whether they are figurative or “abstract,” coming together or coming apart, “fiends” or “friends.”  Underlying this insistence on the undecidable is a hope that the less availing our ways of understanding a thing become, the better able we will be to confront its particularity and complexity.

Carol Phillips is a resident of Marquette, Michigan. She was recently included in the group exhibition, "Otherworldly," at the Paint Creek Center for the Arts, Rochester, Minnesota.
Russell Prather is also a resident of Marquette, Michigan. He was recently included in the group exhibition, "In Flight," at the Marquette Center for Arts and Culture, Marquette, Michigan.
The opening reception is Friday, July 10, 2009, 6-9 p.m.
The Riverside Arts Center is located at 32 E. Quincy St. in Riverside, and it is 20 minutes from the Loop by car or the Burlington Northern Metra Line.
Gallery hours are Tuesday to Saturday, 1:00pm to 5:00pm. 
Contact: Rachelle Lechocki, raychellech@yahoo.com
Riverside Arts Center
32 East Quincy
Riverside, Illinois 60546
708.442.6400

